ETHICS
injustice. The State is not directed against egoism, but has sprung out of a rationalised collective egoism. It has for its purpose only to avoid the inconvenient consequences of individual aggressions on others. Outside of the State, there is a right of self-defence against injustice, but no right of punishment. The punishment threatened by the State is essentially a motive against committing wrong, intended to supply the place of ethical motives for those who are insufficiently accessible to them. Actual infliction of It is the carrying out of the threat when it has failed, so that In general the expectation of the penalty may be certain. Revenge, which has a view to the past, cannot be justified ethically: punishment is directed only to the future. There is no right In any one to set himself up as a moral judge and Inflict pain; but man has a right to do what Is needful for social security. The criminal's acts are of course necessitated; but he cannot justly complain of being punished for them, since It is ultimately from himself, from what he Is, that they sprang.
With the doctrine of'eternal justice/ touched
on  above,  we   pass into  a different   region of
thought.   What Is responsible for  the guilt in
the world is the Will by which everything exists,
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